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RATIONALE

In order to foster ;n OUr students the development of the capacity
for critical thought, the abUity to acquire and organize large amounts
of knowledge, and proficiency in reading, writing, and speaking, the

Task Force recommends the entire general education package of courses.
To develop the ability to understand and apply mathematical concepts we
recommend the courses listed in category lA, the mathematical reasoning
section of basic skil1s. To nurture in our students a historical
perspective and understanding of the connections between past and
present, we recommend the western cjvjJ i laUon courses in category II.

The Task Force recommends that our students develop an
understanding of the scientific method and a knowledge of natural
science through the courses included in category V. To develop the
capacity for objectivity and an appreciation for values which govern
moral and ethical choices, we recommend specifiea11y the logical .
thinking course in category IV and, in general, the entire general
education package. To give our students an informed acquaintance with
the major forms of literary and artistic achievement and an ability to
make aesthetic judgments, we recommend the courses in categories III
and VIII.
For de veloping in our students an appreciation for the complexity
and diversity of the world ' s cultures, the task force recommends the
foreign language and world's cultures courses in category VII. To
foster in our students an understanding both of the interdependence
between humans and the Earth and of humans as social beings, we
recommend the courses in category VI.
The Task Force also believes that the limited number of choices in
our 9p.neral education recommendations ensures a common experience and
significantly contributes to the integrity and strength of the
program . We also recommend that the Vice President for Academic
Affairs appoint a small Implementation and Oversight Committee to
monitor the implementation of the new program, approve courses
developed to meet it specifications, and suggest assessment mechanisms.

,
GENERAL EDUCATlOII DOCUMEIIT
I.

lli.i.s. Sk ill s:
A.

Mathematical Reasoning

Three hours.

Taken during the

freshman / sophomore years.
Any of the fo77owing courses wi77 satisfy the mathematical
reasoning requirement: Math 109, Hath 116, Hath 118, Hath
119, Hath 120, Math 126.
The current Hath 109 will be upgraded as follows:
/lath 109. General Mathematics
Prerequisite: Hi9h School Algebra Il, or successful
completion of an algebra competency exam, or Math 100.

Topics may include logic, probability, systems of linear
equations and linear inequalities, linear programming, and
introduction to statistics.
8.

Writing

1.

Three hours; taken during freshman year.

A course in effective col1ege-level writing .

Special

emphasis on a variety of writing situations and effective

ways of developing, organizing, reviSing, and editing.

Also

introduces research skills.
C.

Writing ll.

Three hours; taken during junior year.

An interdiscip7inary writing course.

Students win read and

write about chal1enging essays in a number of fields.

Each

stUdent win produce a substantial research project.
D.

Introduction to Library Research.
freshman year.

One hour; taken during

An introduct ion to library resources and services and to
library research. Topics covered in tM s course wi 1J include
basic information on the organization of the WKU libraries;
general reference tools; specialized library departments and
servicesj research strategies and basic courses in the
discipJinesj and information on how to do a research paper.
Departmental competency exams may be used to receive credit
for the above courses.
II .

Hjstory Qf. Western Cjyjlization. Six hours in two three-hour
courses . . Taken during freshman/ sophomore
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years .

These courses should include the religion, culture,
outlo ok, and ideas of each historical period as wen as
the historical flow of events.

III . Landmarks Qf. Literature .
sophomore year.

Three hours .

Taken during

Thi s course will co ver fiction, poetry, and drama of
demonstrable literary and cultural value in the western
literary tradition. The purpose of the course will be
to provide students a critical understanding and
appreciation of the works through study of their
literary techniques and their enduring themes.
Hist orical background of individual works will be
dis cussed as appropriate. The course win include works
fr om major cultural epochs and from various countries,
although emphasis will be given to the literature of
Engla nd and America.

IV.

Analysis j!]Q Application Qf. Logical Thinking. Three
hours. Taken after completion of I.A. (Mathematical
Rea soning) and I.B. (Writing 1).
A careful analysis and application of the ways in which
conclusions are to be established and the grounds on
whi ch the merits of an assertion depend.

V.

PhYsi cal and/o r natural sciences . Two courses (four
hours each). Taken during freshman/ sophomore years.

Students will select introductory courses from two
of t he following disciplines: Physics, Biology,
Earth Science, and Chemi stry. A single
introductory overview course with a laboratory
component will be offered in each discipline .
Students may substitute respective parallel
introductory courses required in their major or
minor programs for approval as general education
courses in this category.
VI. Social Sciences . Two three-hour courses.
fres hman/ sophomore years .

Taken during

Ea ch social science department wi17 develop an
introductory overview course which will serve as its
single general education course . A department with
responsibility for more than one social science will
develop one course for each science. We reconvnend basic
courses in Anthropology, Economics, Government, Human
Ge ography , Psychology, and Sociology. Students will be
requi red to select courses in two different fields .
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VII. foreign ,anguages and World Cultures. Six hours, in any
combinat ion of courses from A. and B. below. Taken
during freshman/sophomore years.
A.

Foreign Languages.
Students for whom English is a second language may
saUsfy three hours of this requirement by
demonstrating competency in English. Only three
semester hours in Category VII. may be satisfied by
a competency examination in English or another
language.

B.

World Cultures.
This secUon includes courses either
interdiscipUnary or discipline-based which
introduce a contemporary culture outside the UnHed
States, Canada and Western Europe. Courses in this
secUon must be broad and should include an
introduction to subjects such as the history,
geography, literature, poUtics, economics, visual
arts, religion, music, and domesUc arts of the
cultures. In addition to existing or new
discipline-based courses in this area, the Task
Force would particularly welcome the development of
interdisciplinary courses focused on the cultures
of Black Africa, East Asia, South Asia, North
Africa and the Middle East, the Soviet Union, Latin
America or comparaUve world regions. Courses
proposed for credit in this secUon would require
specific approval by a general education review
committee.

VIII.

E..i..nJ:.. t!.1::..U.. Two three -hour courses taken during the
freshman/sophomore years.

Each department responsible for a fine arts
area--Art, Music, and Theatre and Dance- -wi77
develop a single introductory overview course which
wi11 serve as its general education course. The
courses wi1} provide a critical introduction to the
appropriate fine art and will give a historical
overview of significant artistic developments and
movements associated with that art.
WriUng, 1ibrary research, and oral presentations should
be emphaSized in all general education classes, although
these wi11 receive differing emphases in the parUcular
courses.
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